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COUNCIL ON FOREIGN REI.M'IONS, 

TIIE HAROLD PRATT HOUSE ^8 EAST 68th STREET 

NEW YORK 21 . N. Y. 



Ms'" n,4, 1953 


Mr. -Alien Du3.1es 
1308 29th vStreet, N.W. 
Haahington , D . C . 

lleur Mr. Dulles: 



In his letter to you of April 29 j Georf^e I^'anklin observed that v;e 
¥7 ou1q give you further inlonuation ciboui. the ooirenp’ conference here on June 
fifth and sixth. I would lilce to do this without, further delay but •..•■nnt 
first to BB-v how deeply we appreci-'ite your willir .gnsss to be the speNcer 
and !Oiest of honor sb the evening meeting on the fifth. You nay be sure 
tha.t the Cornmittee reuresento-tiveSj 'us some have alreadv indic-ted, look 
forivard with great anticin;i tion to the nonortnn'id v for discus;ilon T/ith vou. 


The evening meeting v/ill begin at seven- tMrty — not seven-fifteen, 
as George Yn-ote. ?fe have ;isked Grayson Kirk to preside. You recall tha.t 
tlisre ,are customarily about sixty men present, divided more or less evenlv 
between Council members and Committee reoresentrbives. An usual, we shall 
tiy to oreserve a nuite ini'ormal soirit, and of course business • dress will 
be in order. 


The daytime sessions on the fifth begin /l.i ten a.m. -■nd tT:o p.n. 

To helo with the discussions, \ie have invited six or seven snecial .fniests 
i/ho have particular com:)etenc-=> witli resoect to the conference theme. They 
include General Donovan, flanson K. Baldwin, A.rthPr Schlesinger, Jr.. Paul 
M..A. Linebarr^er, Ectward Y. Barrett, Sdmou<5 Taylor, ;md Bill Oosbellie (Vliite 
House correspondent of the Columbia Broadcasting I System) . Some of these 
have already accepted and we shall no doubt h.nve. two or tliree other.;-; with u.s. 

The rea.1 function of the conference is to examine tlie notenti; llties 
and limitations of usychologic'-l warfare — pei-ha ;$ v/e oughi, to call, it 
nolitical warfare — as an instrument of II. S. nolic' in the nolr- ’’nr. There 
is, I find, a great deal of ignorance .and hence ilie.a sines; ; on the n? rt of 
Committee members re.g.arding the II. S. commitment ti nsvcholo deal warfare. 

At the daytime sessions we shall be de.a.ling nlth ; ouestionr; such a,s these: 

Can a free societ'/' such a.s ours ochieTre Us co-ordinated national, 
strategy described by the President in his Ben Francisco sueech last October?-- - 
If so, at "what price? Does the effective uursuit of -nsvchological v.nrfr.re -- 

in the cold war involve the sacrifice of nublic tinderstanc-ina % t home? To 
whab extent should we commit ourselves in the cold war to the tactics of ILLEGIB 
subversion wliich the .Allies practiced in World Wa:’ II? Not least of .all. 
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ho\7 nersuasive can we re8.11y be, f^iven our form cf society? In the course 
ox the discussions it seeras deal- that ve should cover the impact o:.‘ a U.3 
t)sycholos;ical offensive upon the Russians and the satellite nations, upon 
our Allies tind the so-called neutrals, and uoon cur ovm oeonle at home. 

I hove no doubt that the advisable relnitions betteen a oe'/choloricai 
offensive end the processes of diolomacv and neyc ti'i tion \.dll fi.'pxro in 
the discussions. 

This may seem like a formidable assignment for a grouo which uill be 
composed nrimarily of laymen — rnc: no doubt it is. However, we feel it 
important to do what vie cmi to holn these community leaders to a better 
aunrecia tion of the means at 'ur disoosal for effective oursuit of cr)ld 
war ob j e c tive s . 

As George observed vie want you to be entirely free to sjeak as you 
see fit regarding such of the elements described: above as seem suitable 
to you for discussion. Please hf.ve no misgivinyc about duplicating the 
substantive content of the daytime sessions. In the nature of thin -s, 
if you would be ivilling to ta.llc, say, three quarters of an hour, this 
vYould leave ajiinle time for subsecnent dlscussio:'!. 


If yor-: wou.ld like further information about the proposed proc codings 
or about the oersons to be present, olease let me kno?<. It goes without 
saying that we shall impress upon delegates the rrivate nature of tne 
proceedings. It is our intention to restrict the attendance to U.S. 
citizens. 

V/ith kind regards, 


Sinner elv vours, 



Jb: eram 
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